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CHAPTER li-
The laugh that instictively broke

from Clarences lips was so sincere and
unaffected that the man was discon-
certed

¬

and at last joined in it a little
shamefacedly The grotesque blunder-
of being taken as a fugitive from jus ¬

tice relieved Clarences mind from Its
cute tension he was momentarily di-

verted
¬

and it was not until the boat ¬

man had departed and he was again
alone that it seemed to have any co-
llateral

¬

significance-
Then an uneasy recollection of Susys

threat that she had the power to put
his wife in Fort Alcatraz came across
himCould she have already warned the
municipal authorities and this man
but he quickly remembered any action
from such a warning could only have
been taken by the United States mar
fahal and not by an active official and
dismissed the idea-

Nevertheless when the stage with
its halfspent lamps still burning
dimly against the morning light swept
round the curve and rolled heavily up
to the rude shanty which served as
coach office he became watchful-

A single yawning individual in its
5 docrsvay received a few letters and

J ricels but Clarence was evidently the i

only waiting passenger Any hope that i

i

he might have entertained that his
mysterious predecessor would emerge
from some seclusion at that moment-
was

As
disappointed
he entered the coach he made a

rapid survey of his fellow travellers
tout satisfied himself that the stranger-
was not among them They were
mainly small traders or farmers a
miner or two and apparently a Span ¬

ishAmerican of better degree and per-
sonality

¬

Possibly the circumstance that men
of this class usually preferred to travel-
on horseback and were rarely seen in
public conveyances attracted his at-
tention

¬

and their eyes met more than
once in mutual curiosity

I

Presently Clarence addressed a re-
mark to him in Spanish He replied
fluently and courageously but at the
next stopping place he asked a ques
tion of the expressman in an unmis ¬

takable Missouri accent
Clarences curiosity was satisfied he

was evidently one of those early Amer j

lean settlers who had been so long
domiciled in southern California as to

S adopt the speech as well as the habili
Jtsients of the Spaniard
J The conversation fell upon the politi

S al news of the previous night or
rather seemed to be lazily continued i

from some previous more excited dis ii

Jcussion in which one of the contest
nuts a redbearded miner had sUb-
sided

j

into an occasional growl of surly i

dissent-
It I

struck Clarence that the Missour-
Ian had been an amused auditor and
even judging from a twinkle in his
eye a mischievous instigator of the
controversy He was not surprised
therefore when the man turned to him i

with a certain courtesy and said
And What sir is the political feel-

ing
¬

in your district
But Clarence was in no mood to be

drawn and replied almost curtly that-
as he had come only from San Fran-
cisco

¬

they were probably as well in ¬

formed on that subject as himself-
A quick and searching glance from

the strangers eye made him regret it
but in the silence that ensued the red

Vvj bearded passenger evidently still rank-
ling

¬
b at heart saw his opportunity

Slapping his huge hands on his knees
nnd leaning forward until he seemed

tl to plunge his flaming beardlike a
firebrand into the controversy he
faid grimly

Ni Well I kin tell you genlmen this
Jt aint goin to bei no matter wets
states rights and wots fedral rights
5t aint goin to be no question whether-
the govments got the right to relieve-
its own soldiers that those secesh is
besieging in Fort Sumter or whether
they havent but the first gun thats
lired at the flag blows the chains off
every dn nigger south of Mason
and Dixons line You hear me Im
shoutin

There was an angry start in one or
two of the seats One man caught at
the swinging side strap and half rose
and then all as suddenly subsided

4a Every eye was turned to an insig-
nificant

¬

figure in the hack seat It
was a woman holding a child on her
hp and gazing out of the window with
her sers profound unconcern in poli ¬

ticsClarence understood the rude chiv-
alry of the road well enough to com-
prehend

¬

that this unconscious but om-
nipotent

¬

l figure had more than once
that day controlled the passions of the

t disputants They dropped back weakly-
to their seats and their mutterings
rolled oft in the rattle of the wheels

Clarence glanced at the Missourian
He was regarding the redbearded
miner with a singular curiosity-

The rain had ceased but the after ¬

noon shadows were deepening when
they at last reached Fair Plains where
Clarence expected to take a horse to
the rancho He was astonished how ¬

ever to learn that all the horses in the
stable were engaged but remembering
that some of his own stock were in
pasturage with a tenant at Fair Plains

S and that he should probably have a
better selection he turned his steps
thither

Passing out of the stable yard he

t recognized the Missourians voice in
whispered conversation with the pro-
prietor

¬

A but the two men withdrew in ¬

to the shadow as he approached-
An illdefined uneasiness came over

him he knew the proprietorwho also
seemed to know the Missourian and
this evident avoidance of him was sig-

nificant
¬

Perhaps his reputation as a
doubtful Unionist had preceded him
but this would not account for their
conduct in a district so strongly south-
ern

¬

in sympathy as Fair Plains
Alore impressed by the occurrence

1ian he cared to admit when at 1as-
t1ter fnie delay he had secured his
nbroeand was once more in the saddle
lie kept a sharp lookout for his quon
dam companion

But here another circumstance added-
to his suspicions there Was a main
road leasing to Santa Inez the next
town and the rancho and this Clar
onceemie had purposely taken in order-
to watch the Missourian but there
was a cutoff directly to the rancho
known only to habitues of the rancho

After a few moments rapid riding-
on a mustang much superior to any
in the hotel stables he was satisfied
that the stranger must have taken the
cutoff Putting spurs to hls horte he
trusted still to precede Silm to the7 rcncho that was his destination

4 As he dashed along the familiar
road by a strange perversity of fancy
Instead of thinkingofc parse lIe
found himself recalling the firsts time

2 he had ridden that way In the flush of i

his youth and Iiocefulness

8

I =
0 f3

oft

The girl sweetheart he was then go ¬

ing to rejoin was now the wife of an ¬

I other the woman who had been her
guardian was now his own wife He
had accepted without a pang the
young girls dereliction but it was
through her revelation that he was
now about to confront the dereliction-
of his own wife

And this was the reward of his
youthful trust and loyalty A bitter
laugh broke from his lips It was
part of his still youthful selfdelusion-
that he believed himself wiser and
stronger for it

It was quite dark when he reached-
the upper field or first terrace of the
rancho He could see the white walls

I of ttie casa rising dimly out of the
green sea of early wild grasses like a
phantom island-

ItI was here that the cutoff joined-
the main roadnow the only one that
led to the casa He was satisfied that
no one could have preceded him from

I Fair Plains but it was true that he
must take precautions against his own
discoverv

Dismounting near a clump of willows-
heI unsaddled and unbridled his horse
and with a cut of the riata over its
haunches sent it flying across the field
in the direction of a band of feeding

I mustangs which it presently joined
j Then keeping well in the shadow of a
belt of scrub oaks he skirted the long
lesser terrace of the casa intending to
approach the house by way of the old
garden and corral-

A drizzling rain occasionally driven
by the wind into long misty curtain
like waves obscured the prospect and
favored his design He reached the
low adobe wan of the corral in safety
looking over he could detect in spite
of the darkness that a number of the
horses were of alien brands and even
recognized one or two from tlhe Santa
Inez distrIct-

The vague outlines of buggies and
carryalls filled the long shed beside
the stables There was company at
the casaso far Susy was right

Nevertheless lingering still by the
wall of the old garden for the deepen ¬

ing of night his nervous feverishness-
was again invaded and benunbed by
sullen memories There was the open¬

ing left by the old grille in the wall
behind which Mrs Peyton stood on the
morning when he thought he was leav ¬

ing the rancho foreverwhere he had
first clasped her in his arms and
stayed a turn of the head a moments
indecision a single glance of a lan-
guorous eye had brought this culmina ¬

tionAnd now he stood again before that
ruined grille his house and lands even
his name misused by a mad scheming
adventuress and himself a creeping-
spy of his own dishonor-

He turned with a bitter smile again-
to the garden A few darkred cas
tilian roses still leaned forward and
swayed in the wind with dripping
leaves It was here that the first
morning of his arrival he had kissed
Susy the perfume and color of her
pink skin came back to him with a
sudden shock as lie stood there he
caught at the flower drew it toward

him and inhaled its odor in a long
breath that left him faint and leaning
against the wall

Then again he smiled but this time
more wickedly what he believed
Ms cynicism had sprung up the first
instinct of revenge

It was now dark enough for Mm to
venture across the carriage road and
make his way to the rear of the house
His first characteristic Instinct had
been to enter openly at his own front
gate but the terrible temptation to
overhear and watch the conspiracy
unobservedthat fascination common
deceived humanity to witness its
own shamehad grown upon him He
knew that a word or gesture of ex¬

planation apology appeal or even
terror from his wife would check his
rage and weaken his purpose

His perfect knowledge of the house
and the security of its inmates would
enable Mm from some obscure landing-
or gallery to participate in any secret
conclave they might hold in the patio
the only place suitable for so numer ¬

ous a rendezvous The absence of
light in the few external windows
pointed to this central gathering And
he had already conceived Ms plan of
entrance

Gaining the rear wall of the casca
he began cautiously to skirt its bramb-
ly base until lie had reached a long
ovenlike window half obliterated by-
a monstrous passion vine

It was the window of what had once
been Mrs Peytons boudoir the win ¬

dow by which he had once forced an
entrance to the house when it was in
the hands of the squatters the window
from which Susy had signalled her
Spanish lover the window whose
grating had broken the neck of Judge
Peytons presumed assassin

h

Yon Will Xot Said Clarence Qiiiet-
ly Until I Have a Word With
Yon Alone

But these recollections no longer de ¬

layed him the moment for action had
arrived He knew that since the
tragedy the boudoir had been dis-
mantled

¬

and shunned the servants
believed it to be haunted by the
assassins ghost

With the aid of the passion vine the
ingress was easy The interior window
was open the rustle of dark leaves on
the bare floor as he entered and the
whirr of a frightened bird by his ear
told the story of its desolation and the
source of the strange noises that had
teen heard there

The door leading to the corridor was
lightly bolted merely to keep it from
rattling in the wind Slipping the bolt
with the blade of Oils pocketknife he
peered into the dark passage The
light streaming under a door to the
left and the sound of voices convinced
him that his conjecture was right and
the meeting was gathered on the broad
balconies around the patio

He knew that a narrow gaper
faced with Venetian blinds to exclude-
the sun looked down upon them He
managed to gain it without discovery
luckily the blinds were still down Be ¬

<

I

a
0I

tween their slats himself invisible he
could hear and see everything that oc ¬

curred
Yet even at this supreme moment-

the first thing that struck him was the
almost ludicrous contrast between the
appearance of the meeting and its
tremendous object

Whether he was Influenced by any
previous boyish conception of a cloudy
and gloomy conspiracy he did not
know but he was for an instant al j

most disconcerted by the apparent lev-
ity

¬

and festivity of the conclave De-
canters

¬

and glasses stood on small ta¬

bles before them nearly all were
drinking and smoking

They comprised fifteen or twenty-
men some whose faces were familiar-
to him

Occupying a characteristically cen¬

tral position was the famous Colonel
Starbottlc of Virginia jaunty and
youthful looking in his masklike
beardless face expressive and digni-
fied

¬

in his middleaged port and car¬

riage he alone retained something of
the importancealbeit slightly theatri-
cal

¬

and affectedof the occasion
Clarence in his first hurried glance

had not observed his wife and for a
moment had felt relieved

But as Colonel Starbottle arose at
that moment and with a studiously
chivalrous and courtly manner turned-
to his right he saw that she was sit ¬

ting at the farther end of the balcony-
and that a man whom he recognized as
Captain Pinckney was standing beside
herThe blood quickly tightened around
his heart but left him cold and ob-
servant

¬

It was seldom indeed remarked
Colonel Starbottle placing his fat white
fingers in the frill of his shirt front
that a movement like this was graced
with the actual presence of a lofty in¬

spiring yet delicate spirita Boadicea
indeed he might say a Joan of Arc

in the person of their charming hostess
Mrs Brant-

Not only were they favored by her
social and hospitable ministration butby her active and enthusiastic cooper-
ation

¬ I

in the glorious work they had in
hand It was through her correspond-
ence

¬
I

and earnest advocacy that they
were to be favored tonight with the aid I

and counsel of one of the most dis ¬

tinguished and powerful men in the
southern district of California Judge
Beeswinger of Los Angeles-

He had not the honor of that gen¬

tIemans personal acquaintance he be ¬

lieved he was not far wrong in sayingthat this was also the misfortune ofevery gentleman present but the name
itself was a tower of strength He
would go further and say that Mrs
Brant herself was personally unac ¬

quainted with him but that it was
through the fervor poetry grace and
genius of her correspondence with thatgentleman that they were to have the
honor of his presence that very even-
ing

¬

It was understood that advices
had been received of his departure and
that he might be expected at HoNes atany moment

But what proof have we of Judge
Beeswingers soundness said a lazy
Southern voice at the conclusion of
Colonel Starbottles periods Nobody
here seems to know him by sight is it
not risky to admit a man to our meet ¬

ings whom we are unable to identify
NI reckon nobody but a fool or some

prying mudsill of a Yankee would trust
his skin here returned another and
if he did we would know what to do
with Mm

But Clarences attention was riveted
on his wife and the significant speech
passed him as unheeded as had the
colonels rhetoric She was looking
very handsome and slightly flushed
with a proud light in her eyes that he
had never seen before

Absorbed in the discussion she
seemed to be paying little attention to
Captain Pinckney as she rose suddenly
to her feet-

Judge Beeswinger will be attended
here by Mr MacNiel of the Fair Plains
hotel who will vouch for him and In-
troduce

¬

him she said in a clear voice
which rang with Imperiousness that
Clarence well remembered The judge
was to arrive by the coach from Mar-
tinez

¬

to Fair Plains and is due now
But is there no gentleman to intro ¬

duce him Must we take him on the
word of a common traderby Jove a
whisky seller continued the previous
voice sneeringly-

On the word of a lady Mr Brooks
said Captain Pinckney with a slight
gesture toward Mrs Brant who an-
swers for both-

Clarence had started slightly at his
wifes voice and the information it con-
veyed

¬

His fellow passenger and the
confidant of MacNiel was the man they
were expecting If they had recognized
him Clarence would they not have
warned the company of his proximity

He held his breath as the sound of
voices carte from the outer gate of the
courtyard Mrs Brant rose but at the
same moment the gate swung open
and a man entered It was the Mis-
sourian

¬

He turned with an oldfashioned
courtesy to the single woman standing-
on the balcony My fair correspon-
dent

¬

I believe I am Judge Beeswinger-
Your agent MacNiel passed me
through your guards at the gate but
I did not deem it advisable to bring
him into this assembly of gentlemen
without your further consideration Itrust I was right

The quiet dignity and selfpossession
the quaint oldfashioned colonial pre ¬

cision of speech modified by a softVirginian intonation and above all
some singular individuality in the man
himself produced a profound sensation
and seemed to suddenly give the
gathering an impressiveness it had
lacked before

For an instant Clarence forgot him ¬

self and his personal wrongs in the
shock of Indignation he felt at thispotent addition to the ranks of Ms en¬

emies He saw his wifes eyes sparkle
with pride over her acquisition and
noticed that Pinckney cast a disturbed
glance at the newcomer

The stranger ascended the few steps-
to the balcony and took Mrs Brants
hand with profound courtesy

Introduce me to my colleagues dis ¬

tinctly and separately It behooves a
man at such a moment to know to
whom he intrusts his life and honor
and the life and honor of his cause

It was evidently no mere formalcourtesy of the stranger As he step ¬
ped forward along the balcony and
under Mrs Brants graceful Euidance
was introduced to each of the mem ¬

hers he not only listened with scrupu ¬

lous care and attention to the name
and profession of each man but bentupon him a clear searching glance thatseemed to photograph him in his mem-ory

¬

with two exceptions-
He passed Colonel Starbottles ex-

panding
¬

shirt frill with a bow of elab-
orate

¬
precision and said Colonel Starbottles fame requires neither Introduc ¬

tion nor explanation He stopped be ¬

fore Captain Pinckney and paused-
An officer of the United Statesarmy I believe sir
Yes
Educated at West Point I think by

the government to whom you have
taken the oath of allegiance-

Yes
Very good sir said the stranger

turning away
You have forgotten one other fact

sir said Pinckney with a slightly
supercilious air

Indeed what Is it
I am first of all a native of the

sttfiof South Carolina-
A murmur of applause and approval

ranround the balcony Captain Pinck ¬

ney smiled and exchanged glances with
Mrs Brantbut the stranger quietly re ¬

a

turned to the central table beside
Colonel Starbottle-

I am notonly an unexpected dele ¬

gate to this august assembly gentle-
men

¬

he began gravely but I am the
bearer of perhaps equally unexpected
news By positionxlu the Southern
district I am In possession of dispatches
received only this morning by pony ex-
press

¬

Fort Sumter has been besieged-
The United States flag carrying reliefto the beleaguered ganison has been
fired upon bytlietate of SOuthCaro
lina

A burst of alnibsLhypteric applause-
and enthusiasnibroke from Ihe as-
sembly

¬

and made ths dim vaultlikepassages and corridors of the casa
ring Cheer after cheer wentup to

td2tkct-
s9l

i7

hurst of Almost Hysteric and Enthusiasm BLoke
Assembly

I

the veiled gallery and the misty sky
beyond men mounted on the tables

I and waved their hands frantically and
in the midst of this bewildering turbu-
lence

¬

of and motion Clarence-
saw his wife mounted on a chair with

i burning cheeks and flashing eyes wav-
ing

¬

her handkerchief like an inspired
priestess

Only the stranger still standing be
side Colonel Starbottle remained un ¬

moved and impassive Then with an
imperative gesture he demanded a
suddensilence

Convincing and unanimous as this
is gentlemen he began

quietly It is my duty nevrtheless to
ask you if you have seriously consid ¬

ered the meaning of the news I have
brought It means the clash of arms
between two sections of a mighty coun-
try

¬

it means the disruption of friends
the breaking of family ties the separa
tion of fathers and sons of brothers and
sisterseven perhaps to the dissever-
ment of husbpand and wife-

It means the sovereignty of the
South and the of a cove¬

nant with lowborn traders and abo-
litionists

¬

said Captain Pinckney
If there are any gentlemen present

continued the stranger without heeding-
the interruption who pledged
this state to the support of the South
in this emergency or to the establish-
ment

¬

of a Pacific republic in aid and
sympathy with it whose names are on
this paper he lifted a sheet of paper I

lying before Colonel Starbottle but
who now feel that the gravity of the
news demands a more serious consid-
eration

¬

of the purpose they are at lib¬

erty to withdraw from the meeting
giving their honor as Southern gentle ¬

men to keep the secretintact

I ispt if I know it interrupted a stal-
wartI Kentuckian as he rose to his feet
and strode down the steps to the patio
For he added placing his back

against the gateway Ill shoot the first
coward that backs out now

A roar of laughter and approval fol-
lowed

¬

but was silenced again by the
quiet unimpassIoned voice of the stran
gerIf on the other hand he went on
calmly you all feel that this news is
the fitting culmination and consecration-
of the hope wishes and plans of this
meeting you will assert it again on-

yocown signatures td Colenel Starbot¬

tIe at this table
When the Kentuckian had risen Clar-

ence
¬

had started from his concealment i

Et-

A Applause Front tIne

sound

demonstration

breaking

have

When he now saw the eager figures
pressing forward to the table he hesi ¬

tated no longer
Slipping along the passage he reached-

the staircase which led to the corridor
in the raei of the balcony Descending
this rapidly he not only came upon the
backs of the excited crowd around the
table but even elbowed one of the con-
spirators

¬

aside without being noticed
His wife whp had risen from her

chair at the end of the balcony was al-
ready

¬

moving toward the table With-
a quick movement he seized her wrist
and threw her back into the chair
again-

A cry broke from her lips as she re ¬

cognized him but still holding her
wrist he stepped quickly between her
and the astonished crowd

There was a moment of silence then
the cry of Spy and Seize him rose
quickly but above all the voice and fig-
ure

¬

of the Missourian was heard com-
manding

¬

them to stand back Turning-
to Clarence he said quickly-

I should know your face sir Who
are you

The husband of this woman and the
master of this house said Clarence as
quickly but In a voice he hardly recog-
nized

¬

as his own
Stand aside from her then unless

you are hoping that her danger may
protect you said the Kentuckian sig-
nificantly

¬
drawing his revolver

But Mrs Brant sprang suddenly to
her feet beside Clarence We are
neither of us cowards Mr Brooks-
he speaks the truthand more shame-
to me she added with a look of sav-
age

¬

scorn at Clarenceis my hus ¬

bandBut what is your purpose in coming

r here2f continued Judge Beeswinger
with eyesfixed Clarence

I hav given you all the informa-
tion

¬

I said Clarencef quietly that Is
necessary to make you as a gentleman
leaver this house atpn eand that is my
purpose It is all the information you
will get from me as long as you and
yourfriends insult my wife with your
uninvited presence What may jhave
to say to yoUand each of you hereaf ¬

terhatI may choose to demand of
you according to your own qode of
hon rJhe fixed his eyes on CaptainPinckneys another question And
one not usually discussed before alady r

Pardon me A moment single mo-
ment

¬

It was the voice Colonel Starbottle
It was the frilled shirt front the liehtlv
button blue coat with Its expanding
lapels like bursting petals and the
smiling maskof that gentleman rising
above the table and bowing tQ Clarence
Brant and hlswife with infinite courte-
sy

¬
> r

Therhiiml1iating situation in
whlhwe find ourselves gAtlemen
reluctant witnesses Oferwhat we
trust Is only a temporary disagreement
between our charming hostess and the

gentleman whom she had recog ¬

nized under the highest title to our con-
sideration

¬

is distressing to us all and
seem to amply justify that gentlemans
claims to a personal satisfaction which-
I know we would all delight to give
But that situation rests upon the suppo
sltion that our gathering here was of a
purely social or festive nature-

It may be continued the colonel
with a blandly reflective air that the
spectacle of these decanters and glasses
and the nectar furnished us by our
Hebelike hostesshe lifted a glass of
whisky and water to his lips while he
bowed to Mrs Brant gracefully has
led the gentleman tosucha deduction-
But when I suggest to him that our
meeting was of a business or private
nature lt strikes me that the question-
of Intrusion may be fairly divided be ¬
tween him and ourselves We may be
even justified in view of that privacy-
in asking if his er entrance to this
house was er coincident with his ap-
pearance

¬

among us
With my front door in possession-

of strangers said Clarence more in
reply to a sudden contemptuous glance
from hfs wife than Starbottles insinu-
ation

¬

I ntered the house through-
the window

Of my boudoir where another intru-
der

¬
once broke hIs neck Interrupted-

his wife with a mocking laugh
Where I once helped this lady re¬

gain possession of her house when It
was held by another party of ilegal
trespassers who however were con¬

tent to call themselves jumpers and
did not claim the privacy of gentle ¬

menDo you mean to imply sir began
Colonel Starbottle haughtily that

I mean to imply said Clarence with
quiet scorn that I have neither the
wish to know nor the slightest concern-
in any purpose that brought you here
and that when you quit the house you
take your secrets and your privacy with
you intact without let or hindrance
from me-

Do you mean to say Mr Brant
said Judge Beeswinger suppressing the
angry interruption of his fellows with a

I dominant wave of his hand as he fixed
his eyes on Clarence keenly that you

have no sympathy with your wifes
political sentiments-

I have already given you the infor ¬
I mation necessary to make you quit this
house and that is allou have a right-
to know returned Clarence with fold¬

I ed arms
But I can answer for him said SIrs

Brant rising with a qnlverlng voice and
curling lip There is no sympathy be ¬

tween us We are as far apart as the
poles We have nothing in common
but the house and his name

But you are husband and wife
lbound together by a sacred compact

IA compact echoed Mrs Branwith a bitter laugh Yes the com-pact ¬
that binds South Carolina to

Massachusetts I The compact thatlinks together white anti black thegentleman and the traderthe planter-
and the poor white the compact ofthose United StatesBahthat hasbeen broken and so can thIsClarences face paled But before hecouM speak there was a rapid clatter¬
ing at the gate neal a dismounted va-
quero entered excitedly Turning to
Mrs Brant he said ihurrledly

The casa is surrounded by a rabble
of mounted snen and there is one
among them even now who demands
admittance in the name of the law

This is your work said Brooks
facing Clarence furiously you havebrought theta with you but by God
they shall not save you He would
have clutched Clarence but the pow
ecful arm of Judger Beeswinger inter-
vened Nevertheless he still struggled
to reach Clarence appealing to the
ethers Are you fools to stand there
and let him triumph Dont you see
the cowardly Yankee trick has playedupon us

He has not said Mrs Branthaughtily I have no reason to love
him or his friends but I know lie doesnot lie

Gentlemen Gentlemen implored
Colonel Starbottle with unctuous per-
suasion

¬
may Ierremarkthat allthis is fur from the question Are we

to be alarmed because an awkwardrabble no matter whence they come
demand entrance here in the name of
the law I am not aware of any law-
n the state Of California that we are

Infringing By all means admit themThe gate was thrown open A single
thickset man apparently unarmed anddressed like an ordinary traveler fbi ¬
lowed by half a dozen other equally un-
pretentious

¬
looking men entered The

leader turned to the balcony
I am the chief of police of San

Francisco I have warrants for the ar¬
rest of Colonel Culpepper Starbottle
Joshua Brooks Captain Pinckney
Clarence Brant and Alice ihis wife and
others charged with exciting to riot
and unlawful practice calculated to
disturb the peace of the state of Cali-
fornia

¬
and Its relations with the Fed-

eral
¬

government said the leader in adry official voice
Clarence started In spite of its mon-

otonous
¬

utterance It was the voice oC
the redbearded controver alist of thestage coach But where was his char-
acteristic

¬
beard and hair Involuntar¬

ily Clarence glanced at Judge Bees
winger that gentleman was quietly re-
garding

¬

the stranger with an impasshe
face that betrayed no recognition what¬
ever

But the city of San Francisco has
no jurisdiction here said Colonel
Starbottle turning a bland smile to-

ward
¬

his fellow members I amer
sorry to inform you that you are sim-
ply

¬
trespassing sir-

I am here also ns deputy sheriff
returned the stranger coolly We
were unable to locate the precise place
of this meeting although we knew of
Its existence I was sworn in this
morning at Santa Cruz by the judge of 4
this district and these gentlemen with
me are my posse

There was a quick movement of re-
sistance

¬
by the members which was

however again waved blandly aside by
Colonel Starbottle Leaning forward
r sllgihtly forensic altitude with his fin-
gers

¬
on the ttable and a shirt frill that

seemed to hao become of itself erec-
tile he said with pained bit polite pre-
cision

¬

I grieve to have tstate sir that
ev Mi that position ia utterly untenabla
here I am 3lawyer myself as my
friend here Judge BeeswlngerehIb-eg your pardon

The officer of the law tad momentar-
ily

¬

started with his eyes fixed on Judge
Beeswinger who however eeO to
be quietly writing at the tble
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line of Holiday oods that we have ever shown Come early B

mJ

A Big line of Dolls China limb ons 95c to 215 Ten PIns 23c to C5c

Large Tin Tops 5c tOe to 15c-

Polisueii
cloth body large size 5c to 35c Heavy Frame Blackboards 3oc

Voail Tops l2e and dCComposition Dolls with hair larger Large fancy Easel Blackboard Goc lug Line of Glass and Chinat than ever 5c to 50c Heavy Oak Easel Blackboards Sac 3ZarbIes Clicn-
pChildrens

Kid Body Bisque Head Dolls with Childrens Tool Chests Toy Brooms lOc jfand stockliugs and hairsloes 15c Socto loO Toy Uammem and Hatchets 3 lOc
< loc 25c S5c Celluloid Photo Frames 13cA Big Line of Boys and Girls SledsLarger and Finest 65c to 140 Fancy Photo Frames lOu

13 inch Bisque Head Dolls Natural Cheap
Xoalis Arks filled with nuimnlH-

5c
Hair shoes and stockings ai beauty at-

40c Childrens Rocking Horses fancy to SOc

Same only larger and closes eyes painted OOc to 120 Toy Fancy A B C Books larsre-
5c65c to 8150 Boys Hobby Horses fancy to 30c

Big lino of Doll Heads 120 to190 Large Story Books latest Out
Heavy Covers lOc to SOc

China Doll Heads 5c to 35c Childrens Paint Boxes 5c to loc Childrens China Sets LargeTenThese are the largest ever seen at Childrens Drawing Slates oo to 15c Fancy from lOc to <150-

Bis
the price Wood Wash Sets 20 to SSC Line of Boys Drums

Bisque Doll Hoods without hair Dominoes 5C to 20c
2oe to 5100

20 to dOe Harmonicas oc to 20c
25 dozen Ladles White Hem Hand-

kerchief
¬

Bisque nolHeads with fine hair Big Value UHorns oc to 25c
worth lOc at 5cSmall wood Pastry Sets 10c°

Oc to tlc Childrens line Handkerchiefs He
Big line of RubberJ Dolls oc to oOc Cloth for Small Toy Cats Dogs

Brownies Owls 2 for oc Stuffed Fancy embroIdered Silk KandUcr
Doll Carriages 3uc 15 to G5-

cUith
chiefs at Oc to 50clOc each

parosol fancy colored 95c Checkers rc to 15c White Silk Handkerchiefs fChildrens Toy Carts wheels1 tin Autograph Albums large 15c 23e to 100 Extra Quality
We Trill show line of Silktiers loc 20c and 25c Fancy Rnliber Toy Balls 5c to 2r c nbig

Ribbons for Xaneynvorict5cSni
lied Toy Chairs 25c and 85c Tine latest games from lOc Up and 1 l2c Stamped Linen Silk
Childrens Red Rockeis40 and fiOc Tin Toys He to uSe Windsor Tics Fancy hair Pins Silk

Childrens Fancy PalntelWileclbar ¬ Iron Trains 25c to 1BR Mittens Fancy House Slippers
rows 35 and ioc Iron S5c 95c A 1J C Block 3c to SOc Gents Silk Ties and Handkerchiefs

Builrtinpr Blocks lOc tip to SOc Fancy Linen Towels
Red Wagons 35c-

Iiargrr
DOVT FAIL TO SEE OUR LINE OFExpress Wagons 45c A Lime of Games of Every Kind at HOLIDAY GOODS BEFORE YOU BUY

Cull rca s Fancy Painted Iron Wag ¬ the Jjotvest Prices AXD SOON
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